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Introduction – the global policy dialogue we need 
to have 

● Access to media and ICTs acknowledged as fundamental to women’s 
right to participation 

- Digital metamorphosis acknowledged in the 2015 review of the 
Beijing Platform for Action 

- bridging the gender digital divide viewed as integral to SDG 5, by 
the WSIS plus 10 review 

● But what would it take to advance women’s communication rights in a 
digitally restructured media environment? 



  

Key issues for freedom of expression  
● The arbitrariness of the ‘law of the platform’ 



  

Key issues for freedom of expression (contd.)

● The algorithmic turn in news dissemination has pushed the kill 
switch on media pluralism.... making it even more difficult for 
voices of women at the margins to translate into the right to be 
heard?



  

Key issues for freedom of expression (contd.)

● Copyright regimes that curtail women’s access to knowledge 



  

Policy research agendas

● Algorithmic turn in media and impacts on 
freedom of expression in different contexts

● Adverse impact of rigid copyright policies on 
women’s access to knowledge

● Alternative practices of media collectives 
working for gender equality
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