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ICT IN LATIN AMERICA:
BASIC DATA

76% of LAC population is located in urban areas.

Rapid socio-economic changes are increasingly affected by,
and dependent on ICT use. However only a minority of citizens
benefit from this progress.

Few countries have been very active and successful in
embracing new and emerging technologies (Brazil, Chile and
Costa Rica:“technology engines”)

Key ICT developments:

Electronic government services

Adoption of ICTs in the educational system
Adoption of ICTs by SMEs

Use of electronic commerce
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VO IR 1) IN N YA - AND POPULAIION SIA

Usage Growth

2000-2005

.
” ORLD TOTAL 15.7% g 100.0 % 183.4 %

B Source: http://www.internetworldstats.com/
= -

Differences among LAC countries.
% of population that are Internet Users

miliion users

Users are concentrated in urban
areas, big and medium enterprises,
medium to high incomes
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FEMALE INTERNET USERS
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CONDITIONS OF
APPROPRIATION OF ICT

ICTs are not merely tools or neutral resources that can improve per se
the social economic and cultural conditions as they are.

We need to “submerge technology within the socio-historical realm”

Cornelius Castoriadis

In order to _-;

— Elucidate the imaginary social significations through which virtual
technology institutes new meaning of reality, subjectivity, time,
space, notions of future, power and social relations.

— Understand the processes by which they are incorporated because
of and with the promises they generate; the hope and confidence in
their power as well as the fear and a sense of threat provoked by
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GENDER IN ACTION

Género en accion en proyectos con jévenes y TIC. Fundafmientos v Estrategiés para

la Sociedad del Conocimiento

Virtual Courses &
Citedra VNSO M /T Genero en accion en proyectos con jovenes y TIC. Fundaffientos y Estrateglas para
W k h VIRTU la Sociedad del Conocimientof
o r s o p s UMIDAD 1: COORDENADAS DEL CAMPO DE ACCION

4.Las TIC en clave

Citedra UNESCO Mujer T GéNnero en accidn en proyectos con jovenes y TIC. Fundalfientos y Estra(égi:;s para
7.Brechas de gé AULA VIRTUAL la Sociedad del Conocimiento

UMIDAD 1: COORTENADAS DEL CAMPO DEACCION
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Media, Culture and
Alice in the Land of Education: Gendered
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“IN THE NAME OF GENDER”:

Ways in which projects have understood and applied
the gender equality approach

Some women in the project
as beneficiaries or staff.
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SOCIAL IMAGINARY OF THE ROLE OF
ICT IN YOUTH PROJECTS:

Visions of project leaders

“Springboard” Tools

ICT literacy triggers entry into the labor market and serves as an
avenue for successful professional development.
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What Do Young Men and Women Look
For in ICT-Related Projects?

“To Communicate or Disappear”

To broaden their interaction and communication networks; be part of a youth
culture.

“Low-Cost Certification”

To develop skills that will qualify them in the job market through a low-cost,
short-term training.
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OUTLOOKS OF ADULTS AND YOUTH ON THE
ACCESS AND USES OF ICTS IN YOUTH PROGRAMS

PROJECTS LEADERS

IT literacy should:

Avoid social and economic exclusion

Provide tools and certifications to access
better job opportunities.

Reduce social risk (“get youngsters out of
the streets”).

Prevent migration from their
communities

Further skills and encourage an
entrepreneurial attitude

Create a supportive environment, sense
of belonging and networking.

Expand means and channels for
communication and expression.

However they did not hold great
expectations for accessing the labor
market through ICT literacy , it might help
but ...
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GENDER EQUITY IN IS/KS:
CONCEPTUAL & ACTION FRAMEWORKS

<~ Democracy and Human Rights
<> Human/Sustainable Development

=~ Inclusion, Social & Gender Justice




Which gender equality rhetorics
are used in ICT policies?

a2

* “Travel Metaphors” (Hege Skjeie, 2005) or the myth of
“Natural Progress”

I
inear optimism, patience, denial of on going power conflicts,

lack of recognition of contextual changes and diversity within
gender groups

ACCESS » USES » FULL PARTICIPATION???

- MIANSTREAMING: ABRACADABRA ‘

Te—
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WOMEN PARTICIPATION IN THE KNOWLEDGE
SOCIETY: FROM USERS AND CONSUMERS TO
CITIZENS AND CREATORS

Through
[ADVi)CACY][NETWORKlNG] | RESEARCH |
| POLICIES L_I_ = lTRA'N'NG][#‘lNOVATION]

J— |
S — - [PRODUCTIION]
=




Symbols and metaphors matters: Seeds and nutrients
for enrichening the Knowledge Society

(...) the alleged triumph of high-technologies is not matched by a leap of
the human imagination to create new images and representations.(...)

Unless our culture can take up the challenge and
invent suitably new forms of expression, this
technology is useless.

"Cyberfeminism with a difference”, Rosi Braidotti
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