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1. Keynote Address: EdTech Potential and Pitfalls
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Jian Xi Teng | Programme Specialist for Education, UNESCO
Regional Office for South Asia
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Jian Xi Teng is responsible for higher education, digital learning, literacy, STEM, and
technical and vocational education. He has led work on ICT in education policy
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and capacity building in 15 countries, publications on digital citizenship, frontier

technologies, and inclusive policy development. He works with UN agencies,

multilateral agencies, academia and the private sector at global, regional and
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national levels to strengthen education delivery for SDG4. He graduated with a LLB

(Hons.) from the National University of Singapore and has a MA (Education and

Technology) from the University College London.
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2. Panel 1: EdTech in Practice

Panelists:

Balasubrahmanian S | Head - R & D, Chrysalis
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Balasubrahmanian S graduated in mechanical engineering, but chose a change
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and began teaching at a middle school level. He has been with Chrysalis since 2006
and designed and implemented professional development programmes for teachers

and school leaders. Since 2010, he has led the Learning Transformation Team at

Chrysalis, impacting 1000 + Chrysalis partner schools across India. Currently, he is

also responsible for R&D, focusing on building frameworks that can create impact at
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scale. When he is not working at office, Bala is doing housework, including cooking.

He loves to read, run and climb mountains, and sometimes rues not doing enough of

these things.
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Chitkala B C | Director of Pedagogy, Sikshana Foundation
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Chitkala B C is the Director of Pedagogy at Sikshana Foundation, an NGO working
in public education across seven Indian states. A graduate of RIE Mysore (BScEd),
Karnatak University (MEd), and NMIMS Mumbai (MBA), she taught Physics and

managed school programs at BASE for 16 years, authored high school Physics books,
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and founded an alternate school. At Sikshana, she leads initiatives in Foundational
Literacy and Numeracy, Early Childhood Education, STEM, Digital Skills, and Al in

Education (Shiksha Copilot), driving scalable, sustainable solutions for systemic
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impact.
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Varun Garg | Head - Numeracy, EkStep Foundation

Varun Garg heads the numeracy initiative at Ekstep. Prior to this he was a founding
team member and head of Product, Academics & Research at upGrad, a full stack
skilling company. Before upGrad, he has worked in investment banking and equity

research teams in education & technology sector.

He is deeply passionate about driving outcomes through education, which over time

leads to significant improvement in students’ life and well being.

Gowri Mahesh | Co-founder and Chief Operations Officer,
Learning Matters Private Limited

Gowri Mahesh is the co-founder of Learning Matters and a senior education
professional with over 25 years of experience in education management, training,
and digital learning across K-12 and higher education. She has led large teams in
both technology-enabled and language education, driving impactful projects. An
alumna of the General Management Programme at IIM Kozhikode and holding a
Master’s in Information Technology, Gowri oversees daily operations and strategy
at Learning Matters. She is also the visionary behind Tara — an Al-powered
communicative English program that uses voice technology to strengthen literacy
and communication skills. Beyond her professional work, Gowri enjoys art, reading

novels, and a strong cup of filter coffee.

Jayanti Dasgupta | Vice President - International Sales, Educational
Initiatives Private Limi

Jayanti Dasgupta has over 26 years of experience in curriculum development,
instructional design, and academic leadership. She is committed to enhancing
educational outcomes through evidence-based practices and global educational
standards. In her current role she leads strategic academic engagements across
India, the Middle East, and South Africa. Her responsibilities include designing and
implementing high-quality curricula, integrating frameworks like Understanding
by Design (UbD), and aligning educational solutions with the National Education
Policy (NEP) of India. She has collaborated with educational boards like CBSE and
ICSE to develop competency-based assessments and enhance teaching through
technology. She leads cross-functional teams to deliver top educational solutions
while expanding her organization’s global presence. Her commitment to education

includes fostering innovative networks and contributing to transformative initiatives.

Rahul Garg | Vice President, ConveGenius

Rahul Garg is Vice President at ConveGenius, partnering with India’s central and
state governments to scale EdTech-driven K-12 programs. He led the Personalised
Adaptive Learning program in Andhra Pradesh, which achieved learning gains
equivalent to ~2 additional years in 17 months, as per an RCT led by Nobel laureate

Michael Kremer.
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He also helped operationalise Gujarat’s Vidya Samiksha Kendra, commended by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, to strengthen data-driven governance at scale.
With a computer science background and a Social Impact Strategy credential from
the University of Pennsylvania, Mr. Garg bridges technology, policy, and systems

change.

Niharika Gaur | Head of Philanthropy, Khan Academy

Niharika Gaur is the Head of Philanthropy at Khan Academy India, where she leads
the organization’s external relations and partnerships to advance educational
equity at scale. With over 18 years of experience across for-profit enterprises,
entrepreneurial ventures, and mission-driven nonprofits, she brings a distinctive

perspective at the intersection of education, technology, and social impact.

Niharika is passionate about building collaborative ecosystems that unlock
opportunity and drive systemic change. She excels in mobilizing networks, forging
partnerships, and translating complex challenges into actionable, scalable solutions.
Before joining Khan Academy, Niharika served as Director of Content, Curriculum,
and Pedagogy at the Wadhwani Foundation, where she led national university
alliances and curriculum innovation, embedding entrepreneurship education across
institutions. Earlier in her career, she held leadership roles in finance, instructional
design, and education, giving her a uniquely multidimensional lens on how learning,

innovation, and capital intersect to create lasting impact.”
Moderators:

Prof. Rajaram Sharma | Joint Director (Retd.), Central Institute
of Educational Technology, NCERT

Prof. Rajaram S. Sharma has been a teacher, teacher educator and researcher in
a career spanning over three decades. He specialises in Educational Technology,
exploring active methods of learning, nurturing children into independent learners,
enhancing teacher competency and capacity for innovation, and helping school
systems explore appropriate ICT. He retired as the Joint Director of the Central
Institute of Educational Technology, NCERT in 2016. Presently, he assists schools

with their transformation of school practices.

Gurumurthy Kasinathan | Director and Lead - Education and Technology,

IT for Change

Gurumurthy Kasinathan (Guru), is one of the founders of IT for Change and its
Director and Lead - Education and Technology. He has 36 years of experience in the
development and corporate sectors, with stints in the Government and in Academia.
Guru leads ITfC’s work in education, including in research, field projects, Curriculum
design, systemic reform and policy advocacy. His areas of expertise include EdTech,
Teacher Education, and Educational Leadership. He was earlier with Azim Premiji
Foundation and the ‘Policy Planning Unit’ in Karnataka education department. He has

been a visiting faculty at TISS Mumbai and Hyderabad.
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3. Fireside Chat: Making EdTech work systemically

Anvar Sadath K | CEO, Kerala Infrastructure and Technology
for Education ( KITE)

Anvar Sadath has been the CEO of Kerala Infrastructure and Technology for
Education (KITE), under the Government of Kerala, since 2016. He holds MCA, MBA,
and LLB degrees and has served in roles such as Executive Director of IT@School,
Director of Akshaya, and Project Head of UNDP’s eKrishi project, among others. In
2018, he became the first Indian to win the International Contributions Award from
the USA-based AECT for his work in digital education.

He has authored eight publications, including Malayalam works on nanotechnology,
cybercrimes, and cyber laws, and has been contributing extensively to IT-related

articles since 1999.

Under his leadership, KITE has implemented 45,000 Hi-Tech Classrooms, 11,000
Hi-Tech Labs, and 29,000 robotic labs in schools. Initiatives such as Little KITEs
IT Clubs, the Samagra portal, and First Bell Digital Classes during the pandemic
have significantly enhanced digital education. Kerala was declared the first Indian
state to achieve full digitalization in school education in October 2020. Under his
chairmanship, Artificial Intelligence, AVGC and fake news detection have been

introduced into the Kerala school ICT syllabus.
Kavita Sanghvi | Director-Education, Kotak Education Foundation

Kavita Sanghviis an accomplished educator with multiple Master’s degrees and

a CAEL Diploma from Harvard University. She currently serves as the Director of
Education at Kotak Education Foundation. A recipient of the National Award for
Teachers in 2022, conferred by President Droupadi Murmu, she also represents India
as a Scientix Ambassador. In 2023, she was inducted into the National Mission for
Mentoring by the Ministry of Education, and in 2024, she received the prestigious
Derozio Award from CISCE. Kavita is also the co-author of Cambridge IGCSE

Physics Exam Preparation and Practice with Digital Access.

4. Panel 2: Where is the Ed in EdTech?

Panelists:

Anurag Shukla | Director, Brhat and Localism

Anurag Shukla is currently a director- of policy and education with Brhat and a
CPID-ISDM fellow. He has completed his Ph.D. at the Indian Institute of Management
Ahmedabad (IIMA) and an MPhil degree from Delhi University. He also has a master’s
degree from Azim Premji University and has worked previously with organizations
such as the Azim Premji Foundation, Pratham, the Centre for Advocacy and
Research, Times Group, and Business Standard. He has also been a J-PAL Research
for Impact (RFI) fellow and a Reimagining Migration fellow. His interests are in public
policy and administration, the history of education, the use of technologies, the

digital humanities, and the use of social theory in education.
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Anil Mammen | Professor of Practice, Tata Institute of Social Sciences

Anil Mammen is a Professor of Practice at CETE, School of Education, Tata Institute
of Social Sciences and a Visiting Faculty at IIM Indore. He comes with more than two
decades of experience in learning design, curriculum design, and devising innovative
approaches to digital learning, He has served as Vice President - Learning Design at
Tata Interactive Systems and as Chief - Learning Design and Social Impact at Tata
ClassEdge. While at Tata ClassEdge, Anil developed a proprietary learning design
framework for the organization called the Multiple Learning Experiences Model
(MLEX). Anil has also published articles on education and edtech in the mainstream
media and is a regular contributor on LinkedIn on topics related to education. He has
been a speaker at various events and institutes, including the Tata Social Enterprise
Challenge (ajoint initiative with IIM Calcutta), the National Seminar on Quality

in Education (ClI, Bangalore), Teacher Foundation (Bangalore), IIT Delhi, and the
Department of Scientific and Industrial Research (DSIR), New Delhi.

Poruri Sai Rahul | CEO, FOSS United

Rahul is the CEO of the FOSS United Foundation, which works to support and
promote the Free & Open Source Software ecosystem in India. He has been
contributing to the FOSS ecosystem for more than eight years, both through code
contributions and by giving talks about various FOSS technologies. His claim to fame
is maintaining two Python packages that were used by the Mars 2020 helicopter
mission by NASA

Aishwarya Sharma | Assistant Professor, Manav Rachna University (MRU);
Doctoral Scholar, National Institute of Educational Planning
and Administration (NIEPA)

Aishwarya Sharma is an Assistant Professor at Manav Rachna University and a
PhD scholar at NIEPA, India. Her research spans comparative education, shadow
education, educational technology, and policy design. She has published widely
across academic journals and news platforms. A recipient of ICSSR’s 100% travel
grant, she presented her doctoral work at the University of Hong Kong. She has
earned Young Researchers’ Awards and accessibility grants from BAICE and

AAS for UKFIET and AAS conferences. Ms. Sharma also received the prestigious
Baden-Wirttemberg Stipendium under the BWS project for academic exchange in

Germany, reflecting her growing international engagement in education research.

Tanuja Ganu | Director of Research Engineering, Microsoft Research

Tanuja Ganu is Director of Research Engineering at Microsoft Research India,
specializing in Applied Al and Al for Social Good. Her current work explores GenAl's
potential to address societal challenges in education, agriculture, and healthcare.
Previously, she co-founded DataGlen Technologies, driving decarbonization through
loT and ML. An MIT TR35 Innovator and IEEE Woman Technologist of the Year, she

holds a Master’s in Computer Science from lISc.



Moderator:

Dr. Mythili Ramchand | Adjunct Professor, National Institute
of Advanced Studies

Dr. Mythili Ramchand has over three decades of experience in education. Prior

to joining NIAS, she served as the Co-chairperson at the Centre of Excellence in
Teacher Education, Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai from 2018 to 2024.
She was the Director of RV Educational Consortium, Bangalore from 2005 to 2018
and has worked as science teacher educator and a high school physics teacher
before 2005.

Mythili has led many collaborative projects and research studies, including a
Government of India-supported research on a comparative study of initial teacher
education in the BRICS countries and supported an inclusive STEM teacher
education programme in Nigeria, Tanzania and Bhutan. She worked on a project to
develop human resources for inclusive education in India with multiple partners and

launched the South Asia Research Hub on Inclusive Education.
5. Reflections for the day

Rishi Mazumdar | Edtech Architect, QUEST Alliance

Rishi Mazumdar is an education technology practitioner and researcher with two
decades of experience across IT and public education in India. At Quest Alliance,
he anchors technology for education with a focus on computational thinking,

Al education, and hackathon-driven ecosystems, integrating constructionist
pedagogy with justice-oriented design to reimagine how young people learn. He
has served on curriculum committees in Odisha and Andhra Pradesh, shaping state
strategies for computing and Al education. Rishi has led initiatives such as the Indian
Equitable Learning Ecosystem and collaborates with global networks including

MIT App Inventor, Scratch Education Collaborative, UNESCO, and Technovation.

A speaker at global/national forums like the MIT Al & Education Summit and T4E
India, he advances equity-centred, culturally responsive innovations that empower

marginalized learners.”



