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PRESS RELEASE - OCTOBER 20, 2020

CONCERN

1.

Between lock-downs and relaxations, governments are trying to find the right balance
between saving lives and keeping the economy going. A similar balance is essential in
education as well. A very small percentage of students are able to connect to online
education, most are not, owing to lack of infrastructure, electricity, devices or connectivity.
The majority are suffering severe ‘learning loss’, due to being out of school for several
months, with severe long term negative impact. This detrimental impact is higher on the
children from marginalized groups, where family support is lesser, owing to higher survival
pressures due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Apart from learning, the school is an important site for many other aspects of education,
including nutrition and health. The lock-down of schools has deprived children of nutritious
mid-day meals. India already has a high malnutrition status, with unacceptably high levels of
stunting and wasting, and the continued deprivation of mid-day meals will aggravate this
harm. Providing dry rations occasionally to the family will not mitigate this harm, as the
volume of such support is both much lesser and meant for the family, which will reduce its
availability to the child.

The school is a place for safety and security of the child. Research alerts that early
marriages are becoming more common post the pandemic. Early marriages are associated
with dis-empowerment of girls and early child bearing will wreak further havoc on their health
as well as health of their children. In the absence of school, more children are being pushed
into child labor. Early marriage, child labor and malnutrition will contribute to students further
dropping out of school. Children being forced to drop out of schools violates their right to
free and compulsory education, which is a blot on our society

REQUEST

1. Hence, it is absolutely essential that the complete school lock-down be reversed. This

does NOT mean all schools have to open and go back to the pre-pandemic normal. School
opening needs to be phased, different classes/sections can be open on different days,
school timings can be limited and staggered. These measures can keep the number of
students in the school at levels that allow for physical distancing. Water, soap, sanitizers,
thermal sensors, masks must be provided to schools in adequate quantities, by the
government, along with support from the local health centres, to allow for a hygenic
environment. This is a necessary investment to keep our children safe. Even 2 days a week
with limited hours of schooling is a huge improvement over not having school at all, or
having some version of online education.

In-spite of all precautions, it is possible that positive cases may be detected. Quarantining,
school closure for limited period etc. will need to be done. It is best to decentralize such
decisions to the taluka or gram panchayat level, to allow greater flexibility and



responsiveness. A similar ward-level approach in Bengaluru is showing benefits. The
current ‘keep all schools closed’ is a centralized, ‘one-size-fits-all’ decision, which needs
an urgent re-look. Phased and gradual school reopening, as well as the resumption of
Vidyagama, (the program initiated by the Government of Karnataka), in a voluntary and
decentralized manner is immediately needed. Anything else would compound the harm we
are inflicting on children, especially those from the marginalized groups.
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