
What is happening now is that digital capital
– consisting of competencies to collect and
process data, and convert it into digital
intelligence – is superseding intellectual
property at the top of global value chains.

The current default is that whoever collects
data appropriates its entire economic value.

The autonomously intelligent functioning of
production processes and other social systems
provides immense new efficiencies and
benefits, just as mechanisation did for the
industrial revolution.
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Economic frameworks around data need to
look beyond privacy. Data is the raw product
for a digital economy. The finished product is
digital intelligence, which is what has real
economic value.

It is such control that can be expressed in
terms of owning one’s data and ‘intelligence
about oneself’.

About the real issue of being able to ensure
that one’s data and digital intelligence is
employed as per one’s best interests, there are
two connected problems.



There is no reason why these individuals as a
group are not justified to together own, and
control the use of, data and intelligence about
them, in the same way as an individual does
separately about herself.

For them, the most important first policy step
should be to institute community (including
national community) data ownership – along
with policies, laws and practises arising from
such a framework.

Employing their data and the digital intelligence
derived from it, all their sectors will be closely
controlled digitally from the North, chiefly the
US.



What we need is some kind of a new social
contract around data, expressed in data
constitutionalism consisting of data related
fundamental rights as well as enabling legal
provisions.
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